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| 7% Ur Care and Endeayours for the Preſervation of the Rights and Intereſts of the Church , have 
===: been ſufficiently manifeſted ro the World , by the whole courſe of Qur Government , ſince 
DE ,f1 Our happy Reſtauration , and by the many and frequent wayes of Coercion that We have 
La uſed for reducing all Erring or Diflenting Perſons , and for compoſing the unhappy Differences 
C231 11 matters of Religion, which We found among Our Subjects upon Ohr Return : But itbein 
5 we cvident , by the ſad experience of twelve years, that there is very little truit of all thoſe 
wp torceable Courſes, We think Our Self oblieged to make uſe of that Supream Power in 
SNEADI 3 Dq Eccleſiaſtical Matters, which is not only inherent in Us , but hath been Declared and Re- 
© La SEA M1 cognized tobe fo by ſeyeral Statutes and Acts of Parliament; And therefore, We do now 
— = accordingly ifſue this Our Declaration , as well for the quieting the Minds of Our good Sub- 
jeds in theſe Points, ſor inviting Strangers in this Conjuncure, to comeand live under Us, and for the better Encou- 
ragement of all to a chearfull following of their Trade and Callings, from whence we hope by the Bleſſing of GOD, 
to have many good and happy Advantages to Our Government; As alſo, for preventing for the future, the danger 
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And in the firſt place, We Declare Our expreſs Reſolution, Meaning and Intention to be, That the Church of Eng- 
land be preſerved, and remain entire in its Doctrine, Diſcipline and Government , as now it ſtands Eſtabliſhed by Law ; 
And that this be taken to be, as it is, the Baſis, Rule, and Standard of the General and Publick Worſhip of G O D, 
and that the Orthodox conformable Clergy do receive and enjoy the Revenues belonging thereunto : And that no per- 
ſon, though of a different Opinion and Perſwafton, ſhall be exempt from paying his Tythes, or other Dues whatſoever, 
And furcher We Declare, That no perſon ſhall be capable of holding any Benefice, Living, or Eccleſiaſtical Dignity 
or Preferment of any kind, in this Our Kingdom of England, who is not exactly conformable, | 

We do in the next place Declare Our Will and Pleaſure to be, That the Execution of all and all manner of Penal 
Laws in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, againſt whatſoever ſort of Non-conformiſts or Recuſants , be immediately Suſpended, 
and they are hereby Suſpended,. Andall Judges, Judges of Aſize and Goal-delivery , Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, 
Mayors, Bayliffs, and other Officers whatſoever , whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil , are to take notice of it, and pay 
due Obedience thereunto, | 

And that there may be no pretence for any of Our Subjects to continue their illegal Meetings and Conventicles, We do 
Declare, That We ſhall from time to time allow a ſufficient number of Places, as they ſhall be deſired, in all parts of this 
Our Kingdom, for the uſe of ſuch as do not Contorm to the Church of England , to meet and aſſemble in,in order 
to their Publick Worſhip and Devotion ; which Places ſhall be open and tree to all perſons, 

But to prevent ſuch diſorders and inconveniencies as may happen by this Our Indulgence, if not duly regulated,and that _ 
they may be the better protected by the Civil Magiſtrate, Our expreſs W1ll and Pleaſure is, That none of Our Subiects 
do preſume to meet in any Place, untill ſuch Place be allowed,and the Teacher of that Congregation be approved by Us, 

And leſt any ſhould apprehend, that this reſtriction ſhould make Our ſaid Allowance and Approbation difficult to be 
obtained, We do turther Declare, that this Our Indulgence, as to the Allowance of the publick Places of 'Worſhip, and 
Approbation of the Teachers, ſhall extend toall ſorts of Non-conformiſts and Recuſants , except the Recuſants of the 
Roman Catholick Religion,to whom We ſhall in no wiſe allow publick Places of Worſhip , but only indulge them their 
ſhare 2 oy common Exemption from the execution of the Penal Laws,and the exerciſe of cheir Worſhip in their private 
Houles only, | | 

And it after this Our Clemency and Indulgence, any of Our Subjeas ſhall preſume to abuſe this Liberty , and ſhall 
Preach ſeditiouſly,or to the derogation of the Doctrine, Diſcipline or Government of the Eſtabliſhed Church, -or ſhall 
meet in Places not allowed by Us, We do hereby give them warning, and Declare, We will proceed againſt them with all 


imaginable ſeverity : And We will let them ſee, We can be as ſevere to puniſh ſuch Offenders, when ſo juſtly provoked, 
as Weare indulgent to truly Tender Conſciences, 


Given at Our Court at Whitehall, this fourteenth day of Match , in the four and twentieth year of Our Reign, 


— we, 
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